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DESTINATION
ITALY

A maestro
and his muse

Luciano Di Gregorio conjures the spirit of the director
Federico Fellini in the city that inspired him.

oy mine § can ses the goeal lalan bl

direcior Federnoo Fellini, sanding motion.

lesis im fomat of the exctrmmgrmd Cramd Hiniel

Flaza on Via del Corse, and | can imagine
the stars of Fomme and Haolhwood that be woold
herve enteriained hers during the flming of So
ra, his dream-nspired and sarrealis magnam
LI AT

From an eardy age, Fellini was cbhsessed with
the decdenie of warldclase hoaels the flash of
expensive fabric a-lhlmi.u.F ihe pliteraty, the spar
klé af cryetal Elesses and lavish chandebiers and
the metioalously pressed black suits of clesn.
shrern poaters, The Roman elike, weanng ghirir
furs and drinking spomenie by the feuntams,

Penied him As 2 fledgling, be endereured o
ook the contmst bebween thsr welHbosd
manners and the darker, iplfr'li'.l.-.':h.r'hmrw
thies Iived beshired Bhe Closesd doors of hear Plaeza
Mvoma apariments

[ fell ine b with Fomig somi years ago, The
film, shod in 1972, wndesoores Fellim's fascina
tion with the chaos of 3ocovears of contirmmes
haabwtation. Bome was the direcior’s ralson delre,
inspiting and intirnidating kim in perfect choms
While many film moguls heve denved inspin
ton from wiiters, the Etermal ity was Fellimi's
anly B,

Its a kind of j " dlaims Maroslo, the
amve profagenkt of Fellinds g kit e Doloe
Viter, “Tepid and tranguil, where one can hide.”

Bart if Frdlmi s wisk was to bide im Bome, 1 woes
# dream hal wenl redssal in and aroumd B
Grared Hotel Maza, [ feed the direcior's presence
evenyvlem

['ve seen every moank and cranmy of this e
tacke of & city bl & recenil umpesnth stiempl o
undemstand the svents — or lack thersof — that
r.r.1rn:|1-in" in the mmenssy oooeslbed  Feonsa
leaves me Heary-eved o my Rowman apartment
anid hardens my resohee 80 find the man in the
creative arena that inspired ham

Megnfiating the cobblesnnes alomg the: namos
Wia DMargutia, & stooe’s o fom Pracea ded

'Pnr.nh_ o of Fomies I.1r_gr~:| mdiarl s,
1 immagine Felling might bave had this lanesay in
mind when he dedarsd in Chardatte Chamdler
the author of his memairs, I, Fefim, that he lved
in o fimtasy warld Art galleries and ambiques
shops, many bequeathed o Lamily jor peners

tions, joste Sor space beneath t resaderrizal
Fruibidings chesionid even baefiome iti'ml.:l.ngrh Wis
all the ragein the by, Even e wirought-tpon lan:
terms of the 18th cenbary, juttieg out o deflance
of modernaty, seem o soorn the concept of electri-
ciby

Al Moo nao, ihe apariment bebe shared with
the love of his life, the ndary ltalian actress
Ciulietin Masing, | easily evcke mages of the dir-
ertior furming the ey in the heavy door of the
preacrfused budkdimg and planting & kiss on his
soul mate’s lips after howrs studying the people of
R,

The ama from Frarea del Popolo o ghe Spanash
Steps — hounid by b Finane's brisboaric Via del
Corso and Via dei iti, Ialy's shrine to haute
aonibure — was the cenitre of Fellmis umiverse amad
il 1= fere tat his presence B mosl keenly lelt

Froam Wia M.1rg1.rr.1 [ trare his steps ity
Cale Camwrvs, a lavourite bangout on Fraoea del
Fopaln. 1've lived in Rome on and off for years
and bhave never grven the haunt more than a fleet
ing glanre Rut now [ neder an espeesan - shaort
and stroog, the Roman drmk of chosoe - amnd
wiitch s men whirz past in ol novy suits and
biream boafers aned somen negotiate their mo-
peds over the bumgry rosd around the square,
thelr irademark wl:ﬂ hsaving Freely Eoom dated
bedmets | smile. It's a wonder thal [Ralian movie
rritics hind thee: gall 0 eondernn last year's Ear ey
Lenve iy the Tores ol cipemalic bell - pol because ol
i |:_|1|=Iinnab]e enterainment wahee bt ]'l-urrh'
beraise of a perception that its portrayal of Rome
wris hased on foun iated cliches.

Ihe witew [rom Lale Canceys hasn changed in
cemuries Three Roman tharoughfares — ¥ia del
Ealbusimn,. ¥ia di Ftip'hn mnd VWia dell Corsos — comn-

verge in a gracebul display of bansgue slagance, |
i.rrlqﬁ'.-]'fl:.-mm i .:I'mthi':'.'eﬁ'spm_
the tein dhurdes of 'ﬁhﬁa in Montesanio
and Santa Mara dri MiraeoB, budt in the mid
v7th cembary ab e jundtion of the theee roads

Fellimi vves an mvid ewatrher. Proen this
s b whiled away meamy bowrs. He scribided
nioreensieal words and sketrhed faces with which
he wms imsantansously taken These faoes haunt.
ed him and were kaser I.'m‘mg’h.l:nli.w i this meenie
ar hal

Rome was his raison d'etre,
inspiring and intimidating
him in perfect chorus.

His fasciration with the links bebaeen BEome's
ol tHbaere] bos oy amd e comoepl ol 8 Koman
identity was bom in these media=al squares and
manifesied itself in his cirematic works. Conjur-
ing his anaytical eye, | notice, for the [t lme,
the harmque facades of the two dhuschies. They
coairast sharply with the Egyplian pillar adom.
ing thee middle of Fiazza del Popole amd are fra-
1oed by ihe mescliaeval porials of nearty resdden
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tial |'\ll.ll||‘|l.l1g1 with their aooowearodd Roman
Foundations.

The layers of the dtys architechare, from the
arcient o the mediasal o the modem, show i
rvnhition and, as Fellin often onarended, are a
e fapsr bor the conoepl of & Roman identity. He
would claims Eomans io be an:vumr.\l.i.catd bunch,
as Fremdby and warmn as they aee alood smd sos-
pecting as prone o passionabe palbursts as they
are o shhemwoe; thelr ouflook as modern as it s
rocied in the pillars of the Coloseum

Frown the: Pircios, a ookt on the catsbarts of
Villa Borghese, just abwne Flaces del Popolo, the
terramitta poofs of Rome ssem o sizzle under the
It of the aflemoon sum. From the |:|-|'||'|1
cupolas of myriad churches rings a chorus of 4ol
Ly e,

The top of the Vitobano Monument gleams
pronidly an the skyline abwa the chans of Fazm
Venezia, one of Peling's Emvourile squars.

1 irnq'm- FeFe, samthied in Ghulirtta’s embrane
enchanted by the scene and | can almost conjure
images of the floating stasue of Christ aboeee the
caly in e opening soeme ol Lo Do Vido

| fired I s in'.;gin.tr!,' shabue soith, r|.'rl.l'ig.'|.1ing
the cutbildesione stoeels b the 15thaenbary Trevi

Fruritain 'r\-.-ﬂnh':in.g o thee Tizemses I'.mrling
mwins and oomiemplaie, nstead, s stabus as a
symibad of ﬁ.\-r'.-ﬂ":ing Fellimi

M Febe alschonacs oo longet that fatelal
night n La Dolee Vit when Marcello and Sybia,
hrillismvihy P ariraryed b Bnmoello M astrmlanai amd
Anila Ekberg, waded done and uanhiteted inko
thees fourtalm The sceme, so supethly Intemate, s
not turnished by the peality of knaowing that it
was filmed on a hitedy oold night in March
when Ekbery tolerabed freexing waler bor baours
while her counie tiresd he -rlnnnmg: of a
wel sull bemeath bis chothes

]'"rrtmd.i:qh'.- kenwrwr sme Tialion widheowt baenlk-
g boead wiit ham (= & s, and oy resdve o
find Fellind p 3 me in his treasured Trattora
Al Rore in Vieoko dedle Bollete, o mvinte’s walk
e ol the foumtain. Alfer explaicang oy quest o
Hrma.rl.agr:r.] amn ushered towards a meal of
crisgry guat mfused in mosemary ol With light-

n.ing qwrl A waiter pours  a [:Lm: of
[elormlegnicians,

Eh.nli:hl =« [Trom far ki) Via ded Condotti leading to the Spanish Steps: Iunlmlruh
Trewl Fourtals; & scens from Fellinfs most famoas film, L2 Dedce Vits. Mok Pholadbrarg

FAST FACTS

Getting there &ir China has a fare ta Ramae
tor about 51395, fiying to Beijing (12Ar),
than Reme (ibr 20min, Fare is lme-saason
return from Medbourrs anc Sydney
Ineluding tax,

Staying thera

O Live the life of Fellini at the Grand Hatel
Plaza, alavish palazzo bullt inthe

19th century. Reoms ane spaciaus and oost
from E250 (5328) a night, but specials are
aftan available; see
www.grandheisplaza.com.

] Located oft Miazza Veneria, Hotel Hiberia
prosidesvaiue acoammadation inthe thick
afthe actior Rooms oost from E99; see
Fuated Fiberia.L

Eatimg thars

O Trattoria Al Mora hias a humble inbenor
ard presents a menu af delightful meatl,
seatond and pasta disnes and mouthr
watering dessarts, Vicola delle Bolette, 13,

A photcgraph of the restmet’s  prodoos
oamier, BMarw Fomsgnoli, joms me for hndh
Fellind was 50 entranced by his face that ke cast the
man a3 Trimalcione in his 196q film Sayrioo

There's mo tesst for the stacsinadk, sn ['m soon
-:.|:||Ll.|.m1 along Via del Batwieo, bellods old
51:1.r|1r||'{l..|.h § groumnd. | imagine the direcinr maght

[{h n takem b thie awless windiow all:-fﬂ.:r..':-.
of dimly 3 shops and pethaps buught & surpnss
i hor Llulienia Adber hanierng “'I"I Al TRV
ers, who held bim in high esteem, [ imagme be
saumnderedd dowam the: mad with o speing in his step
sl policed, as | have, Bomes archibeciunal lay
T3, Tnoom ved ench woven firmby imin the
fabrc of the dry

Fellimi's fascimation was not =0 miach with the
lanmibde eviden oo ol e oty s lisiory as wails the
Raowmam ability o lve at o with their ancent
surrmunidings, Amost uminteresied in the pres-
e o gramd old Landmards.

Winding my way o the Colameum, whers
Feffe st and observed the women of Bome, [ pull
up a piece of Beoman marhle and decide o engoge
bis ke lurther. ln o, e locals can be sl ied

Roma, phone +39 06 ST 3495,

] Enjoy anawthentic Roman diming
axparience at Mzzeria Estl EstIEst Da Ric,
with traditiomal thin-orust Reman pizzas
lopped with a varlety of simple
irgredients. Via Genoa, 32 phone

39 06 488 107

1 Hang put at the star-studded Ricoall
Cafe 3 cockiall bar with an exiersive

=2l action of spirits and wines accampanied
by suEhi and oysters, Via delle Coppelle, 13,
phone 435 05 &82 10313,

Sightseing thers

Uniknmen b many, a ticuet Tor the
Colosseum aiso getsyou into the nearky
Palabime Hill rulm camglex. Ertry costs
E13.50; see turismoroma.it.

150 don'tmiss the sunset views over
miedlasyal Trastevereor the Chunch of
Santa Waria Immacelata, with its crypt of
human bones.

from the tonrists 'I'.J.-'::im[.}!, wwanchimr with & kien
ey [1's not long before | spol oy bue Boman.
She's well dressed and walls in the shadow of
mnperial arches with a leisarly but finn senee of
direction. Eyes ahead, the epic hearty of the
Cioeseiun |as o elled on ber.

Fellind would have been fascinasted by her
rehuctance o ome her medk oo gaze at the
2oospearold stnecturs like 3o mamy around her
sich  omplacency  besands | largerthandite
srenery engrossed him

fis thee Ay drwes 106 close, | baard Metro A in
the direction of Anagming and 0 less than
40 minutes I'm standing outnide Cinecitta. The
film shidhos have beoome tantamount 1o Bellin
Fimself and he would make the same joomey
Pere o Bome's shabby subwaye sven when he
wasn't in production. ]"e:rl:q:l: ke fed the stadio’s
siray cats anad gashemend his thoaghts, reachy to it
Pem b paper

It nin surprize RFe i intn a well of cre-
alrve genius qﬁm&rmsmhs ~ m he
nisereed, Eome is ::Emphl thir st d-rvl'ghrﬁll
pouwe sl m e workd

MONTH OF LOVE

3 NIGHTS FROM 35885 rer

PERESCM

PLUS GET ENGAGED ON HAYMAN THI5
FEBRUARY AND HAYMAN WILL HOST YOUR

WEDDING CEREMOMY FREE'

hus Bruary, Hayman wwedes yea ta ipail your loved ans whibralien < STArH
and lave. Also, couples wha become engaged on Hayrnar Fabruary 2011 wil b
treated to a rermantic Wedding Ceremony on Flayman with our complimenis

= i Mesith of Lowe' condtia

el e R e e e L

C aReErs COrTact

o S s Ll L e .,



	TheAge1
	TheAge2

